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Letter from the Editor

Norah Li

This year, CAGT hosted a writing competition
to celebrate the:Mid-Autumn Festival. We received
many wonderful poems, essays, and stories about
what this celebration means to you. Today’s Mid-
Autumn newsletter special is dedicated to the
winner of this year’s contest. Thank you everyone
for parucipating! We hope you all had a wonderful

celebration.
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(16+ years old)
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FIRST PLACE: Irene Sun
(11-15 year olds)
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SECOND PLACE: Lindsay Ou
(11-15 years old)
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THIRD PLACE: Alex Ban
(11-15 year olds)

The Legend of Chang’e

The nightly sunset glinted in my eyes
as I chewed on my favorite red bean
mooncake. Admiring the luminous
moon brightly shining through our
window, we relaxed on the couch sharing
a family bonding. With the moon cake in
one hand, and my mother’s hand in my
other, | knew that the Moon Festival had
started. The Moon Festival or the Mid-Autumn
Festival is not just an ordinary day where you eat
moon cake and admire the shining glint of the
moon. It has a background. There are quite a few stories
associated with the Moon Festival, but perhaps the most
popular is the legend of Chang’e.

The Jade Emperor who was the ruler of Heaven had 1o sons who were
very troublesome One day they decided to transform themselves into 10
blazing suns which scorched the Earth. When Hou Yi, one of the
Emperor’s archers, was sent to punish the sons for their deeds. But, he
ended up shooting them except for one. The Jade Emperor was furious so
he banished Hou Yi and his wife Chang’e from Heaven on Earth and
forced them to live as mortals.

The couple found life on Earth extremely hard and during their time
there, they wished for one thing only: the chance to return to Heaven. The
Jade Emperor would not help them, so they had to seek out other means.
Fortunately, Hou Yi recalled that a Queen on Earth had the elixir of
immortality and so he left on a long journey hoping to find her. After
overcoming many obstacles, he finally came to her palace. 09




The Queen listened to his tale and felt pity
for him, so he gave him the elixir. However, it
came with a warning. Drink half, and both ‘
Hou Yi and his wife could enjoy everlasting
life on Earth, drink it all and one of them
could go to heaven as an immortal. When Hou
Yi returned to his wife, he explained
everything. Chang’e was so delighted to share
the elixir. But while Hou Yi was resting, Chang’e
‘s temptation to become immortal and ascend to
heaven was too great, and she drank all of the
potion. She grew very light and felt herself floating
into the sky, but she learned the gates to the heavens
were locked for her. So, her only option was the moon.
There, she stayed with a white rabbit as her only
companion, regretting all the decisions she made.

As this legend is just a story, it can teach us many lessons. One, for
instance, is to think about the future before you make actions you would
regret. The Emperor wanted Hou Yi to punish his sons but ended up
killing them. The other lesson is to not be greedy. Chang’e drank all the
potion but ended up being locked from the heavens. So, although this
legend is just a story, it can teach us many things. But for now, we can
peacefully enjoy our mooncake.




Mid-Autumn Festival is a Chinese holiday.
Mooncakes are eaten during this time and there
are many different types of flavor. This holiday
started thousands of years ago. The story starts
with a man named Hou Yi. There were 10 suns in
the sky and he shot down g of them and the people
crowned him as their emperor but wasn’t a
good emperor. He wanted to become immortal, so
want to find the elixir of life. He receives a bottle
of the elixir of life from the Queen Mother of the
West, and his wife, Chang’e, doesn’t think he a
good emperor, so she drinks the elixir. It causes
her to fly all the way to the moon and she became
immortal. Hou Yi was very sad, so became a good
emperor, but Chang’e can’'t ever return to see
that.

FIRST PLACE: Justin Gao
(0-10 year olds)
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SECOND PLACE: $)BH
(0-10 year olds)

Do you know what a Mid-
Autumn Festival is? Is a day that
everyone celebrate with their
family or friend and eat moon

cake while looking at the moon

that why Mid-Autumn Festival
also called moon Festival. Oh
also people believe that time the
moon is the fullest. There some
other tradition like throwing
paper lantern into the sky.
Actually there is a story that is
about Mid-Autumn Festival, but
the most important is spending
time with your family. Have you

ever celebrate Mid-Autumn
Festival?
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