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A Message from Olivia Onest, Vice President, CAGT

The year of the Horse has swiftly gone by, and here we are ready to welcome the year of
the Sheep. As | reflect on the journey of CAGT in 2014, | recognize that it was a year of
transition, tradition, innovation and most of all, fun and excitement.

Over the last year, CAGT transitioned well through
some of the changes of the Board. Our prior
Presidents, Dr. Jiquan Chen and Aige Guo, retired
from the Board due to career changes and
relocation.  We thank them for their vision,
leadership and dedicated service to CAGT and the
Chinese Community. Meanwhile, we welcomed 5
new Board Members, Yuan Tian (Treasurer), Weixin
Li (Secretary), Joe Chao, Phillip Xie and Xiaoyan
Gong. Most of them came with experience in
community service, and as new members, they
brought to the table plenty of new ideas and
suggestions.

We continued to participate in, organize, and host some of our traditional events, such as
the Chinese New Year Celebration, World Tai Chi Day, Toledo Sister Cities Festival,
Dragon Boat Races, Community Picnic, and the Toledo Blade Holiday Parade. Thanks to
the generous donations from our members and supporters, we were able to sponsor our
own boat in one of the biggest events in Toledo, the Dragon Boat Races. During the race
day, our “China Village™ at International Park was filled with a lot of visitors,
performances, and laughter. Let’s make sure we brag about our race team, the China
Dragons. Through their dedicated team work, our China Dragons team finished the final
race round in the B Division.

As an organization, we also looked for ways to innovate and meet the changing needs of
our members. Our Youth Committee has been very active this past year. Under the
leadership of Yuan Tian & Xiaoyan Gong, two music programs were hosted by our
talented young musicians who put on very impressive music performances for the senior
citizens in the local nursing homes over the summer and at Christmas time.  The Youth
Music Program is a great way for our children to get an early start in learning to care for
others, get involved, and be part of the community. = The newly-added event, the Ping
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Pong Tournament, was a great hit for CAGT's young people, with more than 30 youth
competing in the tournament. | was present during the excitement of the two-day
competition, and | was extremely impressed by their competitiveness and sportsmanship
at this young age.

Looking ahead into the new year, CAGT will continue to serve as the platform in the
Greater Toledo area to promote Chinese culture, heritage, and language through our
various events and activities. We look forward to any new ideas and suggestions on how
CAGT can better serve you and your family. Moreover, we look forward to your active
involvement and participation in our activities.

Lastly, | want to express my sincere gratitude to our President, Lingling Du, for her vision
and leadership, our entire Board for their dedication and commitment, our members for
their support, and our volunteers for their tireless hard work and the sacrifice of their
precious time.

I wish you and your family a Happy and Prosperous 2015, and | look forward to seeing
you at our future events.

2015 Chinese New Year Celebration

By CAGT 2015 Chinese New Year Celebration
Committee

Sponsors:

e Chinese Association of Great Toledo (CAGT)
e Chinese Center of Toledo (CCT)

e Confucius Institute, University of Toledo
e Five Lakes Global Group

Location: Park Inn by Radisson Hotel, 101 N
Summit Street, Toledo, OH 43604

Time: 4:30 pm — 11:00 pm, 02/21/2015 (Saturday)

Activities:
1. Performances: Chinese music, songs, dance, and more. Detail program will be
provided at a time closer to the event.
2. Chinese dinner: cooked by King Garden in Toledo (with hot tea and water).
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3. Fun activities: karaoke, card games, Mahjong, dance, CCTV Chinese New Year
Party video, etc.

4. Cash bar (at your own cost): Juice, beers, red wine, and white wine.

5. CAGT outstanding service award and Chinese scholarship award, CAGT board
member election.

Tickets (pre-paid tickets are required for admission).
e Members: Adult (= 13yrs): $10/ea; Child (< 13yrs): $5/ea.
e Non-members: Adult (= 13yrs): $15/ea; Child (< 13yrs): $10/ea.
e Reserved tickets: $50/each (one cash bar drink ticket is included).
There will be a maximum of 400 tickets for sale. First come, first serve.

Parking Fee: $7/car in the SeaGate Center garage parking; $5/car in the parking lots
nearby. We strongly encourage you to carpool with your friends.

Tickets will be available for sale from 1/23/2015 at CCT. Representatives from sponsors

will sell tickets as well. For ticket information, please contact:
e Meng Zhang at mengzhangl8@yahoo.com

Hua Liu at liu.sowa@yahoo.com

Dawei Han at dawei.han@utoledo.edu

Jing Meyer at jinghua.deng@aop2u.com

Amy Chen at minchenl1111@hotmail.com

Luanne Billstein at luanne@theBillsteins.com

Weixin Li at liweixin@gmail.com

Hewen Slak at hslak@yahoo.com

Yuan Tian at ytian222 @gmail.com

Liping Mo at liping m@yahoo.com

Olivia Onest at oliviaonest@gmail.com

Lingling Du at dulingling 2006 @yahoo.com

Joe Chao at jchao500@gmail.com (Reserved tickets)

You can also contact other CAGT board members or CCT board members to get ticket
information. Look forward to seeing you all at the party.

We wish you all a Happy New Year!
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2014 CAGT Membership Report by CAGT Membership Committee

CAGT Membership Committee would like to thank all those members who have renewed
their CAGT membership in 2014. Especially thanks for
the following members for upgrading their
membership to the lifetime membership:

Jianglong Zhu and Xiaohua Li
Fei Li and Man Zhang

Richard Eldridge and Marie Eldridge

We also would like to welcome those people who
joined CAGT during 2014:

New Lifetime Family Member

Marcus Ma and Paula Ma (new)

Ning Su and Min Zhu (new)

New Family Members

Richie Go Tina Kayhan Mingxia & John Laing
Judy & Phil Laporte Weixin Li & Honxia Wang Liuling Liu and Lin Hu
Karen & Stephen O’Brien Scott Olmstead & Jianyun Jiang Yuan Tian & Chao Zhang
Haijuan Wang Wenming Wang & Qingjuan Kong Qin Wang & Jiayong Liu
Xiaoqun Zeng & Xiaofeng Zhou Cuiyu Zhang & Tongli Zhen Mojun Zhal & Qian Li

New Individual Members

Hang Chen Aihua Lin Zutao Ouyang Mark Watson

Philip Xie Subi Zhang

New Student Member

Xinwei Zhang

New Business Members

Al Smith's Place Restaurant
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Dragon Boat by Dr. Philip Xie

The 13* annual dragon boat festival was held along Maumee River on July 19, 2014. 30
teams participated in the boat
festival, which took place from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. The race course
began on the river across from
the Owens Corning World
Headquarters in front of the
Docks restaurants, and the finish
line was near the lagoon at
International Park.

In addition to the race course,
the Greater Toledo Chinese
Association provided a host of
events that took place at
International Park, e.g., the Tai
Chi performance, a children’s area filled with fun activities and crafts, and demonstrations
of various aspects of Chinese culture. The event turned out to be highly successful and
attracted a significant coverage from the local media (see the picture)

CAGT Fall Picnic by Dr. Weixin Li

On Sept. 6, 2014, CAGT (Chinese Association of Greater Toledo), TCAC (Toledo Chinese
Alliance Church), and CCT (Chinese Center of Toledo), together hosted a Fall Picnic event
at Wildwood Metropark.
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It was a gorgeous day in the Greater Toledo area. We enjoyed great food, chatted with
lots of old friends, and made some new friends. We played volleyball, soccer, tug-of-war,
and many other games. Many families also walked the beautiful, wooded trails of

Wildwood Park.
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“We just had a very successful picnic... We enjoyed delicious homemade food, grilled
food, pizza, and watermelon... We also had fun playing games and exercising together,’
Our CAGT president, Lingling Du, said after the event.

1)

We want to say thank you to our co-sponsors: TCAC and CCT. Also thanks to our
members for coming to the picnic and for supporting our Chinese community!

Ping Pong Fun by Sydney Onest, Champion in the Youth Division

1¢ CAGT Ping Pong Tournament Final Results:

e Children Division (<12 year old): 1. Sydney Onest; 2. David Liu; 3. Albert Zhu
e Youth Division (12-16 year old): 1. William Xi; 2. Kenny Zhang; 3. Julia Xiong
e Adult Women's Division: 1. Ying-bei Wang; 2. Jessica Klimesh; 3. Jinghua Deng
e Adult Men's Division: 1. Genghua Li; 2.

Yulong Zhu; 3. Nathan Eldridge

. o

During the first ping pong tournament
for CAGT, everybody was excited about the
competition. The whole competition was
tremendous in so many ways. Everyone was
so eager to play each other. | knew that day
was going to be awesome.
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| remember the surroundings when
| first walked in. The wood floor echoed
with the noises of younger kids enjoying
the competition. Two shiny blue ping
pong tables were laid out ready for
playing. The air was filled with the sound
of paddles crushing the ping pong balls.

| started to warm up, playing a
friendly rally with my friends who were
participating in the tournament. | felt
good, and was very excited to start the
match. The announcer finally called all the
kids over and went over the game rules.
We were so eager and couldn’t wait to
begin our match.

Around noon, everyone was

hungry and tired. We had pizza, chips, and soda. Yum! Yum! After we finished eating,
the adult tournament began. The adults played very well, and | was particularly excited
for my mom to be participating. Even though she suffered a devastating loss, she smiled the

whole way through.
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One week later, all the finalists met,
and we all competed again. | played my final
match against David Liu who is a very strong
ping pong and tennis player. | began to fall
behind, and | started to get nervous. | had to
remind myself it was all just for fun. At the
end of the match, | could not believe | had
won!

| had a blast in the tournament. It was
fun to watch all the very intense matches
taking place. And it was great to meet some
new friends who share the same interests as |
have, such sports and math. | can’t wait for the
tournament next year!



A great school for Premier Tutoring and Test Preparation, PTTP, by Dr. Fei Li

Did you know there is a new place for kids to go in the greater Toledo area? If you know
the answer, you must be an early adapter like me. If you didn’t know, let me explain.

In September 2014, a group of CAGT and CCT members formed a new organization
called Premium Tutoring and Test Preparation, Inc. (PTTP). This is a great place for our
kids to discover.

My ten year old son Bryan
was one of the original
members. He enjoys
spending time with friends
and learning new things. He
also likes playing with his
friends during break time
between classes. Lingling Du
is a great host: she created a
brand new class and even
prepared snacks and drinks
for the “drivers”.

| usually drop off Bryan at
PTTP and then go play
basketball. Bryan is so eager
to go to class. It’s no
surprise that Saturday
afternoon at PTTP is a
family routine.

Several months ago, my wife and | noticed that Bryan is more likely to spend time
working on math problems and reading. Thanks to PTTP, he is increasing his interest in
math and expanding his reading comprehension.

The second season started a few weeks ago and | am happy to see Bryan still enjoying
PTTP. | appreciate the warm hearted people working with our kids: Lingling Du,
Xiaoming Huang, Hua Liu and Haowen Xi.

If your Saturday afternoon is open, PTTP is definitely worth a try. | really hope your
family enjoys PTTP as much as we do. It’s a great place to have fun and study.

School Intro:
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There are four math classes offered. Youth math focuses on the fundamentals while Junior
math prepares students for Math Counts. Senior Math gets the students ready for the PSAT
or ACT tests. Competition Math prepares students for the American Mathematic
Competition. Two excellent teachers lead the classes. Xiaoming Huang teaches the
Junior and Senior classes while Haowen Xi teaches the Youth and Competition classes.
Also three English writing classes offered at elementary, junior high and high school level.
Teacher is Ms. Hua Liu.

Contact info: email to premiertutoringtestprep@gmail.com or call 419-574-8853

A Conversation with Min (Amy) Chen by David Bodner

Can you tell us a little about your background?
I was born and grew up in Guangzhou, China. |
graduated from Shanghai Maritime University,
college of management.

What brought you to the United States and
specifically the Toledo area?

My family immigrated to the U.S. We came to
Toledo to stay with our older generations who
had been living in Toledo for a long time.

What do you like about the Toledo area?
Toledo is a beautiful, peaceful, and convenient
city with nice people all around.

What are your hobbies?

Ballroom dance, Chinese folk dance, Chinese
martial arts, Tai Chi, swimming, playing piano
and accordion, listening to music, and traveling.

Can you tell us about your family?

My husband and | are business owners. My first
child is a pharmacist and my second child is
taking classes for a double master's degree in
MBA and Art Administration.

When and why did you join the CAGT?
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The first time | heard about CAGT was in 2006. A new friend invited me to watch a show
inside a church: it was the 2006 CAGT Fall Musical Festival. | liked the show and the people
there. | realized that CAGT was the biggest and well-organized group in the Chinese
community in Toledo area. | had no doubt to join this great group.

What specific activities within the CAGT have you been involved with?

Since | joined CAGT, | have been involved with many kinds of activities. With the CAGT
performing team, we have performed at many different events, such as the Chinese New
Year celebration party, the Toledo Sister Cities International Festival, the Dragon Boat
Festival, the World Tai Chi Day, the CAGT Fall Musical Festival, the Toledo Museum of
Art’s "Great art escape program" at the Peristyle Theater. We were also invited to perform
a Chinese program at two local TV stations (channel 11 & 24), at schools, hospitals, churches,
the Toledo Zoo, and many other places.

Why should CAGT members become active members and not just members?

| think it's hard to tell who's active or not an active member. Everyone has their own daily
schedule and interests. But what | would like to say is: The more you support the CAGT
activities, the more you will learn. The more you participate, the more fun you will have;
The more you contribute, the more self-confidence you will build up.

When and why did you start practicing Tai Chi?

| heard about the benefits of Tai Chi when | was young. Late in 2005, | fortunately met a
Tai Chi master from Hong Kong. After talking to each other, she said to me: "l would like to
teach you Tai Chi for free if you are interested in learning it." From that time, | started to
learn Tai Chi from her. Later on, | continued to learn more Tai Chi and Chinese martial arts
from different masters.

What benefits do you get from Tai Chi?

The benefits | get from Tai Chi practice are: improving my balance, flexibility and
coordination, reducing stress, developing calmness and peace of mind, strengthening my
body and increasing self-confidence.

Tell us something that we would find interesting to learn about you?
I'm glad that | choreographed all the dances for our CAGT performing team since 2007.
Together with our Tai Chi team, we always had a lot of fun practicing and performing.

What is the "best kept secret" about CAGT?
CAGT is a hidden dragon, full of intelligent, professional, talented, and passionate people.
When you need help, they are there!

The CAGT Newsletter Spring 2015 12



Ski Trip by Bryan Li

When the mountain came into view after the long drive, we realized we were finally there,
at Boyne Mountain Resort,. It was white,
with blotches of green. We drove
around until we finally found Arthur’s
dad, who led us to the cabin where we
were staying. When we first arrived, we
took a tour of the cabin. It was a big one,
with four bedrooms. There was a
winding staircase that led up to the
fourth bedroom. There were three
families: mine, Arthur’s, and William’s.
When everyone else had arrived, we ate
a brisk dinner and went down to the
pools for a little while.

The proud boy in middle - Bryan The pools where outside, where
the air was freezing cold. | sprinted to
the pool and dived in. The water was warmer than the air outside, but still cold. | looked
up, and saw that there was steam coming from another pool. It had to be a hot tub. |
jumped out of the pool and went into the hot tub. The air nipped at my skin until the heat
of the hot tub washed it away. | turned and saw the mountain, covered in snow. It was
great.

We returned to the cabin and played games until it was time to sleep. The next morning,
when we woke up, we ate breakfast and went down to the slopes, to get our gear. When
we walked out ready to go, | snapped my skis onto my ski boots, and poled my way to
the easiest slope, the “Magic Carpet”. | went on the “carpet” which was just a conveyor
belt to transport skiers to the top of the small slope. | jabbed my poles into the snow, and
pushed forward. It was the best. My skis were so maneuverable going downhill, unlike
when | tried to walk with my skis. As | came to the bottom of the hill, | snowplowed to
stop, like you would while ice skating.

| went up again and again, each time getting better. | started turning my skis sideways to
stop, like you would a hockey stop on ice skates. This time, my friends and | went to the
bigger slope where we took the chairlift to the top. My feet felt heavy, and my hands
were numb with cold. When we got to the top, | zipped down the slope. This one was
steeper and longer, but it wasn’t much harder. | twisted and turned, jabbing and pushing
my poles from time to time. We went back to the cabin and ate lunch.
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After a little more skiing, we went back to our cabin again, where we hung out and played
video games. We ate dinner and went back to video games. It was soon time to sleep, so
we closed up and went to bed. It took a little while for me to drift off because we were
leaving the next day, but | did eventually fall asleep. The next morning, | woke to the
smell of bacon and eggs. After breakfast, we packed up, getting ready to leave. When the
time came, | got in the car, and we began our long journey back home.

BEXWHRREET by Hewen Slak
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Cover photo of this issue by Xiangui Yang
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You're invited to...

2015 Toledo
Chinese New Year

celebration

Bring your family and friends to enjoy a wonderful night

with delicious food and wonderful performances.

Where: Park Inn Toledo, Ballroom
101 N Summit St, Toledo, OH 43604
When: February 21, 2015 (Saturday)
Time: 4:30 pm - 11:00 pm
Parking: SeaGate Center Parking Garage ($7/car)

or nearby street parking lots

Tickets:
Members: Adult (=13 yrs) $10, Child (<13 yrs) $5
Non-members: Adult (=13 yrs) $15, Child (<13 yrs) $10
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