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President’s Message

Dear CAGT members,

It’s an honor to serve as the president for CAGT for a second year. Thank you all
for your trust and support.

Over the last year, CAGT transitioned well when some changes were made to the
Board. Several board members, Mr. Guangzhong Chen, Ms. Luanne Billstein, Ms.
Xiaoyan Gong and Mr. Philip Xie, retired from the Board due to career changes
and family reasons. We thank them for their vision, leadership and dedicated
service to CAGT and the Chinese community. Meanwhile, we welcomed four new
Board Members: Mr. Ying Liu, Mr. David Bodner, Mr. Joseph Xu, and Mr. Fei Li. As
new board members, they have brought to the table plenty of new ideas and
dedicated service to CAGT.

We continued to participate in, organize, and host some of our traditional events,
such as the Chinese New Year Celebration, World Tai Chi Day, Toledo Sister Cities
Festival, Dragon Boat Race, Community Picnic, and the Toledo Blade Holiday
Parade. As an organization, we also looked for ways to adapt and meet the
changing needs of our members. The newly-added event, the Ping Pong
Tournament, was a great success for CAGT, with more than sixty competitors in
the tournament. Our Youth Committee has been very active in the past

years. Under the leadership of Yuan Tian & Olivia Onest, two music programs
were hosted by our talented young musicians who put on very impressive music
performances for the senior citizens in local nursing homes over the summer and
around Christmas. The Youth Music Program is a great way for our children to get
an early start in learning to care for others, get involved, and be part of the
community.

CAGT will participate the most exciting event, Toledo Dragon Boat Race, on
6/20/2015. You all are welcome to become a paddler in our “China Dragon” team.
Last year, the “China Dragon” team earned the highest ranking in CAGT history,
and we expect more success this year. On the same day, CAGT will organize a
Chinese cultural festival, “China Village”. There will be eight sessions of Chinese
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cultural performance from multiple organizations. You are welcome to participate
and support this great event.

CAGT will continue to serve as the platform in the Greater Toledo area to
promote Chinese culture, heritage, and language through our various events and
activities. We look forward to any new ideas and suggestions on how CAGT can
better serve you and your family. Moreover, we look forward to your active
involvement and participation in our activities.

Thank you for your interest and support! Please find out more about CAGT at our
website: http://www.toledochinese.org. You can reach us by email:
cagt1965@gmail.com.

Sincerely!

President, CAGT

2015 CAGT Membership Report by CAGT
membership Committee

CAGT Membership Committee would like to
thank all those members who have renewed
their CAGT membership in 2015.

We would like to welcome those people who have joined CAGT in 2015:

e Chen, Weina/Zhang, Yue/Zhang, Joshua

e Ross, Bobbi

e Wang, Dawei/Liu, Yanan

e Xiao, Mingli/Yang, Xiangui/Yang, Daniel/Yang, Evan

A donation of 500 dollars was made to CAGT by HCR ManorCare Gives through
their Employee Volunteer Grant Program. On behalf of CAGT, the board would
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like to thank Olivia O’Nest for her hard work that makes this donation possible.
We encourage all CAGT members to see if such donations or similar programs are
available through their employers.

SPRING PICNIC

On May 16, 2015, TCAC (Toledo Chinese Alliance Church) and CAGT (Chinese
Association of Greater Toledo) jointly hosted the Spring Picnic event at Oak
Openings Preserve Metropark.

Before noon, rain stopped, and the BBQ started. While the shelter was getting
packed, the picnic table was getting crowded with all kinds of delicious authentic
food.
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Kids surprised us with some happy dances.
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Traditional Chinese instrument and Taichi! Were we space-traveling to a People’s
Park in China?
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Young or old, everyone found a way of having a fun: chasing others around at

playground, hiking in the woods, playing a volleyball game, or just digging for
worms in the dirt ...
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Smiling faces and precious friendship will stay in our memories!
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World Tai Chi & Qigong Day

Olivia Onest

On April 25" despite the below normal temperature and bitter winds, we had a
great turnout for the World Tai Chi and Qigong Day at Wildwood Park.

This is an annual event that takes place throughout the world, on the last
Saturday in April to promote the health benefits and awareness of Tai Chi and
Qigong. CAGT has been playing an important role in organizing and sponsoring
this wonderful community event for many years.

A big “pat on the back” to the CAGT Tai Chi Group performers, Amy Chen, Jiquan
Chen, Lingling Du, Fei Li, Liping Mo, Olivia Onest, Li Xue, Mr. Xiong (Father-in-law
of our CAGT President, Lingling) & Olive Wu. The performance was just amazing
and we had great feedback and inquiries of our group.

A special “thank you” to our CAGT volunteers, Ping Liang, Lijia Wei, Peter You, &
Jun Yu. We appreciate you taking the time to support us.

Last but not the least, a big “thank you” also goes to our members who came out
and participated in the event.
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2015 Toledo International Festival

On Saturday, April 18, 2015 Toledo Sister Cities International held its annual
Toledo International Festival at the
University of Toledo. This festival highlights
Toledo’s vast ethnic diversity. It features
music, dance, martial arts, food, a language
corner, cultural exhibits, souvenirs and
crafts from several nationalities. Various
media were present to cover this event,
including, WTOL11/WUPW FOX Toledo
which interviewed two Toledo Sister Cities
International board members, Kristi Pawlak
and Jing Meyer regarding the festival.
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Toledo’s Chinese sister city is Qinhuangdao. Qinhuangdao is a port city located

just northeast of Beijing. The sister city exchange, business and economic

development, medical and health
collaboration and many other
areas. This year Toledo and
Qinhuangdao celebrate their
30th year anniversary as sister
cities.

Within Toledo Sister Cities
International, there is a China-
Qinhuangdao committee. The
committee had a booth at the
event to display pictures of
Qinhuangdao, Chinese arts and
crafts, and to demonstrate
Chinese calligraphy.

CAGT organized a variety of
performances from the Chinese
community for the event. The
performances were very entertaining,
and were very well received by the many
people who attended the festival.
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An Enjoyable Mother’s Day Fieldtrip
Jing Meyer

On Sunday, May 10, the CAGT Tai Chi Club organized a delightful
Mother’s Day field trip with fourteen ladies participating.

The group had an authentic Cantonese dim sum at the Shangri-La
Chinese Restaurant, 6407 Orchard Rd, West Bloomfield, MI. After
lunch, the group headed to Great Lakes Crossing Outlet Mall for a
shopping spree. We had a great time socializing, eating, and shopping.
Here are some of the comments from the participants:

“Thanks, ladies, for making this Mother's Day so special. | am looking
forward the next Mother's Day!” - Hong Xiao

“Thank you all for making this Mother’s Day such a wonderful and
happy day!” — Olive Fang-Yun Wu“l had a wonderful day yesterday

because of all of you! Thank you very much for everything! Let's do that
more often in the future!” — Lingling.

Chinese Association of Greater Toledo | CAGT NEWSLETTER 18



Without telling you, you know we had a great time because our faces say so.
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ESSAY CONTEST

The Toledo-Lucas County Public Library announced the winners and winning
essays of their 2015 Ruth Blank Venner & Mary Jane Blank McCormick Essay
Contest!

More than 1,300 students from grades K through 12 entered the beloved annual
contest to answer a simple question in essay format: If you had three wishes,
what would they be?

Bryan Li, a fifth grader, won third place and a $50 gift certificate.

If one day, a wise man would ask me what three wishes | would want in my life, |
would tell him that my first wish is that all disease and sickness in the world were
gone, meaning no more, no new ones will ever come. My next wish is that anyone
could eat and never gain extra weight, but remain healthy and fit. My last wish is
that | had infinite money so that | would never have to worry about it. Although
that last wish does sound selfish, | will explain everything later.

My first wish is that all diseases were wiped out and gone. For example, | want
cancer to be eradicated from the face of the Earth because it has killed so many
people and still is every day, and caused so much pain and sufferings to patients
and their families as well. | am personally not diagnosed with cancer, but my
grandpa had cancer. | still remember that scary moment when my family heard
the news. My mom and brother had to rush back thousands of miles away to his
home to see him, while my dad and | stayed home because of school. We were
sad and frightened. | don’t ever wish that experience upon anyone. Also, many
other diseases such as flu, infectious tropical diseases, the plague

or the Black Death, killed thousands upon thousands of people. The Black Death
happened long ago, but still made a great impact today. If there wasn’t any
disease in the world, then people are likely to live longer.

My next wish is that anyone could eat to her or his heart’s content without feeling
stuffed and gaining unwanted weight. For a selfish reason, | am a big eater and |
don’t want to be full when some food is tempting me. Many people are also like
me, so this wish will help everyone live a satisfactory life without the worry of
getting overweight. They could taste all kinds of cuisines without ever fearing the
health issues. Good foods do enrich life.
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My last wish of having infinite money may sound selfish, but | want this wish
granted so that | would have limitless resources to help people in need. First of
all, I will donate money to anyone who is suffering, and | will donate to charity
organizations, too to help the needy. | would buy necessities and give it to the
hungry and the poor. People would never get hungry, never worry about taxes,
and we would live a happier life. So do my family and I. | would solicit the help
from a genie, explain the importance of my wishes and why his help would be
necessary in my pursuit of three wishes. Then, he would set out, with me along
his side to help, to the world to make my wishes come true. | firmly believe once
that happens, everyone will be happy!

“The Future and Challenges of Chinese Language Programs in Northwest

Ohio High Schools”
by Louisa Ha

The Chinese Center of Toledo (CCT, aka Toledo Chinese School) organized the
panel “The Future and Challenges of Chinese Language Programs in Northwest
Ohio High Schools” on May 1 in the k-auditorium of Maumee Valley Country Day
School. Dr. Louisa Ha, former CCT board chair, a professor in Bowling Green State
University and a parent of CCT student was the moderator of the panel. She
introduced to the attendees how the mass retirement in high schools this year
due to the change in benefits in the Ohio State Teacher Retirement System after
2015 has created an opportunity for public high schools to consider Chinese as a
foreign language option for their students. Currently, several private high schools
offer Chinese such as St. John’s Jesuit High School, Notre Dame Academy and St.
Ursula Academy. Perrysburg is a public school that will begin offering Chinese in
fall 2015. According to Kadee Anstadt, Executive Director of Teaching & Learning
in the Perrysburg school district, apart from offering Chinese courses in high
school, Perrysburg schools will be adding short courses (9-12 weeks) of Chinese
culture for their junior high students to build interest in the Chinese language
course.
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Mr. Lei Wang, former interim director of Confucius Institute, current instructor of
Chinese at the University of Toledo, former teacher of Chinese at the St. John's
Jesuit High School explained to the audience that the Confucius Institute only
provide elementary school Chinese programs to Toledo Public Schools so high
schools are not covered by Confucius Institute except Central Catholic. He
compared his experience teaching Chinese in St. John’s Jesuit High School with
teaching Chinese at the University of Toledo. He said that it’s important to arouse
interest of students learning Chinese and encouraged them because they can be
easily frustrated. Usually the students in St. Johns have parents doing business in
China so they are motivated to learn and encouraged by the parents. In the
University of Toledo, he adopted a policy of not allowing native Chinese speakers
in the class (he has to pick the students). They just want easy A and would not
learn from the class. Mr. Wang suggested parents whose children are in high
schools that do not offer Chinese as a foreign language to make use of the new
Ohio College Credit Plus program and let their children enroll in the Chinese
classes offered in the University of Toledo for free and gain college credits for
them.

Luanne Billstein is a parent of the Ottawa Hills School. The school offers Chinese
to high school students but the highest level combined 11" and 12 grade
students. The school is struggling with the Chinese program because there are
not enough students especially when it goes to more advanced level. Teacher
quality makes an important difference. In addition, students already have French
or Spanish in junior high and they are reluctant to change to Chinese when they
are in high school. Students also found Chinese hard to learn and preferred to
stay with French or Spanish. She worked hard to keep the Chinese classes in
Ottawa Hills by demonstrating the necessity to teach Chinese to students for
them to learn about Chinese culture and fulfilling their obligations as parents of
Chinese adopted children to provide Chinese language and culture learning for
their children. The importance of China as a trading partner and future job
opportunities are good reasons for mainstream public schools to offer Chinese
classes.

Dr. Anchung Cheng, Director of the Chinese school and Associate Professor of
Department of Foreign Languages at University of Toledo discussed learning
Chinese from a foreign language learning perspective and explained the
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resistance and difficulties of students in learning foreign languages. French and
Spanish are culturally closer and easier to American students than Chinese. So it
is no surprise that Chinese is not a popular foreign language program in high
schools. Many schools faced the difficulty of not having enough students for
advanced level classes in foreign languages. But parents should realize the
importance of foreign language learning and their support is necessary to make
Chinese learning a success. Based on her grant-writing experience, foreign
language adoption in schools is based on military and political strategic
importance of the language and the Department of Defense is the one that funds
foreign language programs such as StarTalk which is the Chinese teacher training
program Dr. Cheng is involved. Chinese is considered by the U.S. government as
one of such languages. The Chinese school does not compete with high schools
on Chinese language teaching. So there is a vacuum for our high school students.

Ha mentioned now is critical because public schools are reluctant to change their
language programs due to existing teachers. Chinese school students usually do
not continue their Chinese classes after elementary school or at most junior high
due to busy school schedule, heavy workload and fear of being isolated. Hence
Chinese classes in high schools will let these students to study along with their
classmates and be proud of knowing Chinese. These course credits can also be
counted as a foreign language in colleges and university. BGSU, for example,
waived students’ foreign language requirement if they have four years of course
work in a foreign language in their high school. Teaching Chinese at high schools is
not just for the benefit heritage Chinese students, but also for American students.
Ha has an American student honors student who is minoring Chinese in BGSU.
Her student attributed her interest in Chinese due to her former junior high
school Chinese class taught by a current CCT teacher.

The panelists and attendees saw this is the beginning of a long process of having
Chinese be institutionalized as a major foreign language to be included in the
curriculum. Everyone was encouraged to participate in the parent organizations
and school boards to facilitate the process.
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The Chinese Association of (Greater | oledo T ai
ChiClub

ER1cAGT

Chlnese Assocnatlan of Greater Toledo
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Who Are We?
The Chinese Association of Greater Toledo Tai Chi Club is part of the Chinese Association of Greater Toledo
(CAGT). CAGT is a nonprofit and 501(c) (3) tax-exempt organization. CAGT membership is open to anyone
who is interested in CAGT's activities or desires to learn about China, Chinese culture and language. For more
information about CAGT please visit http://toledochinese.org/

The CAGT Tai Chi club offers CAGT members the opportunities of learn Tai Chi and Qi Gong. Our mission is to
promote the awareness of Tai Chi and Qi Gong as excellent exercises for relaxation and the achievement of
physical and mental health. We also want to improve our Tai Chi performance and serve the community
through demonstrations. Our members can perform Tai Chi forms 8, 24 and 42, Tai Chi Gong Fu Fan, Tai Chi

Class Information

We organize summer, fall, winter and spring Tai Chi/Qi Gong classes and practice. Classes are free to CAGT
members. There is a small fee for non-CAGT members. However, non-members are encouraged to join CAGT
and take the classes for free.

Summer 2015 classes begin 5/30 — 8/22, every Saturday, from 9:30 am — 11:30 am

Location: Side Cut Park, 1025 W. River Rd, Maumee

Class content: Session 1 - Eight Section Brocade (/\ B¢4%#), Ma Wang Dui Qi Gong (& £1£ 5 5] 1), 9:30 — 10:30
Session 2 - Tai Chi sword (need to bring your own sword), 10:30 - 11:30

You can attend one or both sessions. Free to CAGT members, $40 for non-member

Contact Information

Jing Meyer Jinghua.deng@aop2u.com 419.873.0739 anT

Olivia O’nest oliviaonest@gmail.com  419.842.4141

Amy Chen minchenll11l@hotmail.com 419.987.4666 T‘“ Glll club

.
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